
European Journal of Philosophical Research. 2026. 13(1) 

E-ISSN: 2413-7286 

Volume -13/Issue-1/2026 

 

690 
 

The Role of Endowments (Awqaf) in Supporting Economic and Social 

Activity in Medieval Morocco 

 
1Dr. Siham Bouanini 

Email: siham.bouanini@univ-bechar.dz 
2Dr. Mohammed Laihar 

Email: mohammed.laihar@univ-bechar.dz 
3Dr. Mohammed Hemamed 

Email: mohammed.hemamed@univ-bechar.dz 
1,2,3 University of Bechar;Algeria 

 

Received :05/01/2026        Accepted :08/02/2026       Published :16/03/2026 

 

Abstract 

The institution of awqaf (Islamic endowments) represented one of the most important pillars of 

economic and social life in medieval Morocco. Functioning as a sustainable mechanism for the 

redistribution of wealth and the financing of public services, awqaf played a crucial role in 

supporting religious, educational, economic, and charitable activities throughout the Moroccan 

medieval period. Endowed properties, including agricultural lands, commercial establishments, 

urban real estate, and productive assets, generated continuous revenues that were allocated to 

the maintenance of mosques, schools, hospitals, roads, water systems, and welfare institutions. 

Through these functions, awqaf contributed significantly to urban development, economic 

stability, and social solidarity. They also provided assistance to vulnerable groups such as the 

poor, widows, orphans, travelers, and students, thereby strengthening social cohesion and 

reducing inequalities within society. The growth of the waqf system under successive Moroccan 

dynasties reflected both religious commitment and an advanced understanding of resource 

management and public welfare. This study explores the multifaceted role of awqaf in 

supporting economic and social activities in medieval Morocco, highlighting their contribution 

to sustainable development, institutional stability, and the flourishing of Moroccan civilization. 

It argues that the waqf institution served not only as a religious practice but also as an effective 

socio-economic framework that facilitated long-term development and enhanced the quality of 

life across different sectors of society. 

Keywords: Awqaf; Medieval Morocco; Economic Development; Social Welfare 

Introduction 

Among the various institutions that shaped the development of Islamic civilization, the 

institution of awqaf occupies a particularly significant place due to its enduring contribution to 

economic prosperity, social stability, and cultural advancement. Since the earliest centuries of 

Islam, the waqf system emerged as a unique mechanism through which private wealth could be 

transformed into a permanent source of public benefit. Rooted in the principles of charity, social 

solidarity, and communal responsibility, awqaf became one of the most effective instruments 

for financing public services and promoting social welfare throughout the Islamic world. Unlike 

temporary charitable donations, endowments were designed to preserve the original asset while 
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utilizing its revenues for specified religious, educational, economic, or humanitarian purposes, 

thereby ensuring the sustainability of charitable activities over long periods of time. 

In medieval Morocco, the waqf institution developed into a sophisticated and influential system 

that touched nearly every aspect of social and economic life. The expansion of Moroccan cities, 

the growth of trade networks, and the increasing importance of religious and educational 

institutions created favorable conditions for the proliferation of endowments. Successive 

dynasties, including the Idrisids, Almoravids, Almohads, Marinids, and Wattasids, encouraged 

the establishment of awqaf as a means of strengthening public welfare, promoting religious 

values, and supporting state-building efforts. Wealthy merchants, rulers, scholars, landowners, 

and ordinary citizens contributed properties and financial resources to endowment foundations, 

creating a vast network of institutions that generated significant economic and social benefits. 

The economic role of awqaf in medieval Morocco was particularly remarkable. Endowments 

consisted of diverse assets such as agricultural lands, orchards, markets, shops, houses, mills, 

baths, and commercial facilities. These properties generated regular income that was reinvested 

in public services and community projects. Through the effective management of endowed 

assets, awqaf contributed to agricultural productivity, commercial expansion, urban 

development, and job creation. The preservation of endowed properties ensured the continuous 

circulation of resources within local economies while preventing the fragmentation or misuse 

of productive assets. Consequently, the waqf system functioned as a stable economic institution 

that supported both economic growth and social welfare. 

Beyond their economic significance, awqaf played a fundamental role in promoting social 

cohesion and addressing the needs of vulnerable populations. Revenues generated from 

endowments were frequently allocated to support poor families, provide assistance to widows 

and orphans, offer shelter to travelers, distribute food and clothing to the needy, and finance 

healthcare services for disadvantaged individuals. In many respects, awqaf served as an early 

form of social security, reducing poverty and inequality while reinforcing the values of 

solidarity and mutual support that characterized Islamic society. By ensuring that essential 

services remained accessible to different social groups, endowments contributed significantly 

to social stability and community integration. 

The educational sector was among the primary beneficiaries of the waqf system in medieval 

Morocco. Numerous mosques, madrasas, libraries, and centers of learning depended heavily on 

endowment revenues to finance construction, maintenance, teachers’ salaries, student 

accommodation, and the acquisition of books and educational materials. Famous educational 

institutions in cities such as Fez and Marrakesh flourished largely because of the financial 

support provided by awqaf. This sustained investment in education enabled Morocco to emerge 

as a major intellectual center within the Islamic world, attracting scholars and students from 

various regions and contributing to the advancement of religious sciences, law, literature, 

philosophy, and other fields of knowledge. 

Awqaf also played a crucial role in the development and maintenance of public infrastructure. 

Endowment funds were often used to construct and repair roads, bridges, water distribution 

systems, fountains, public baths, and other facilities essential to urban life. Such investments 

facilitated trade, improved living conditions, enhanced public health, and contributed to the 
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overall prosperity of Moroccan cities. The integration of economic, social, educational, and 

infrastructural functions within the waqf system demonstrates the comprehensive nature of this 

institution and its central importance in medieval Moroccan society. 

The administrative organization of awqaf further illustrates their significance as durable and 

efficient institutions. Specialized managers and supervisors were appointed to oversee endowed 

properties, collect revenues, ensure compliance with donors’ conditions, and distribute 

resources according to designated objectives. These administrative practices reflected a high 

level of institutional sophistication and helped guarantee the sustainability and effectiveness of 

endowment activities over successive generations. The longevity of many waqf institutions 

provides evidence of their ability to adapt to changing economic and political circumstances 

while maintaining their social mission. 

Studying the role of awqaf in medieval Morocco offers valuable insights into the relationship 

between religion, economics, and social development in Islamic history. The waqf institution 

demonstrates how charitable principles can be integrated into practical mechanisms for resource 

management, public service provision, and community development. It also highlights the 

capacity of civil society institutions to contribute to economic growth and social welfare 

independently of direct state intervention. In an era characterized by increasing interest in 

sustainable development and inclusive economic models, the historical experience of Moroccan 

awqaf remains particularly relevant and worthy of scholarly attention. 

This study therefore seeks to examine the role of awqaf in supporting economic and social 

activities in medieval Morocco by analyzing their origins, functions, management structures, 

and contributions to various sectors of society. Through a comprehensive exploration of 

historical evidence and institutional practices, the study aims to demonstrate that awqaf 

constituted one of the most important foundations of medieval Moroccan civilization, serving 

as a dynamic instrument of economic development, social solidarity, and cultural flourishing. 

Their enduring legacy reflects the remarkable capacity of Islamic institutions to promote both 

material prosperity and collective well-being within a sustainable and ethically grounded 

framework. 

Historical and Institutional Foundations of Awqaf in Medieval Morocco 

The institution of awqaf occupied a central position in the political, economic, and social 

organization of medieval Moroccan society. Emerging from the fundamental principles of 

Islamic law and charitable giving, awqaf developed into one of the most enduring institutions 

in the Islamic world. The concept was rooted in the idea of dedicating a property or asset 

permanently for the benefit of society while preserving the original capital from sale, 

inheritance, or private appropriation. Through this mechanism, individuals were able to 

transform private wealth into a lasting source of public welfare. In medieval Morocco, the waqf 

system evolved beyond its religious origins to become a comprehensive institution that 

supported educational establishments, healthcare facilities, social welfare programs, and public 

infrastructure. The widespread acceptance of awqaf reflected the strong influence of Islamic 

values and the desire of individuals to contribute to the collective prosperity of their 

communities. 
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From a legal perspective, the concept of waqf was based on Islamic jurisprudence, which 

defined it as the permanent dedication of an asset whose benefits were allocated to specific 

charitable or public purposes. Islamic jurists developed a sophisticated legal framework 

governing the establishment, administration, and supervision of endowments. This framework 

ensured that the intentions of donors were respected while protecting endowed properties from 

misuse or confiscation. In Morocco, legal scholars belonging primarily to the Maliki school of 

jurisprudence played a crucial role in regulating waqf affairs and providing legal opinions 

regarding their management. Their interpretations helped create a stable institutional 

environment that encouraged individuals to establish endowments with confidence that their 

charitable objectives would be preserved over time. 

The religious foundations of awqaf were deeply connected to Islamic teachings concerning 

charity and social responsibility. Numerous Quranic verses and prophetic traditions emphasized 

the importance of helping the poor, supporting communal welfare, and investing in deeds that 

continued to generate rewards after death. Endowments were widely viewed as one of the most 

effective forms of ongoing charity because they produced continuous benefits for society while 

providing spiritual rewards for donors. This religious motivation inspired rulers, merchants, 

scholars, artisans, and landowners to dedicate portions of their wealth to public causes. 

Consequently, awqaf became a prominent feature of Moroccan society, reflecting the close 

relationship between faith, philanthropy, and social development. 

The introduction of the waqf institution into Morocco can be traced back to the early stages of 

Islamic expansion in North Africa. As Islam spread throughout the region, the legal and 

administrative practices associated with endowments were gradually adopted by local 

communities. During the Idrisid period, the foundations of organized waqf administration 

began to emerge alongside the establishment of mosques, educational centers, and urban 

settlements. The growth of Islamic cities created increasing demand for religious, educational, 

and social services, many of which relied on charitable endowments for financial support. Over 

time, awqaf became firmly integrated into the institutional structure of Moroccan society and 

acquired a level of importance comparable to that observed in other major centers of Islamic 

civilization. 

The expansion of awqaf accelerated significantly during the Almoravid and Almohad periods, 

when Morocco experienced substantial political consolidation and economic growth. These 

dynasties recognized the strategic value of endowments in supporting public services and 

strengthening religious institutions. Large-scale investments were made in mosques, schools, 

libraries, and public works projects, many of which were financed through waqf revenues. The 

prosperity generated by expanding trade routes and agricultural production provided additional 

resources that could be transformed into endowments. As a result, the waqf system became 

increasingly diversified, encompassing both urban and rural properties that generated 

substantial and reliable income for charitable activities. 

Under the Marinid dynasty, awqaf reached a particularly advanced stage of institutional 

development. The Marinid rulers devoted considerable attention to the construction of 

madrasas, religious complexes, and public facilities throughout the kingdom. To ensure the 

sustainability of these institutions, extensive endowments were established to finance their 
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maintenance and operation. Educational institutions in cities such as Fez benefited greatly from 

waqf support, allowing them to attract distinguished scholars and students from across the 

Islamic world. The close relationship between education and endowment funding contributed 

significantly to Morocco’s emergence as a major intellectual and cultural center during the 

medieval period. 

The diversity of endowed properties represented one of the defining characteristics of the 

Moroccan waqf system. Agricultural lands constituted a major category of endowment assets 

due to their ability to generate stable revenues through crop production and livestock activities. 

In addition to rural properties, urban assets such as houses, shops, markets, warehouses, mills, 

and public baths were frequently dedicated as endowments. The revenues generated from these 

properties were directed toward various charitable objectives specified by donors. This 

diversification reduced financial risks and enhanced the sustainability of waqf institutions by 

ensuring multiple sources of income under different economic conditions. 

The administration of awqaf required the establishment of effective management structures 

capable of overseeing large and complex portfolios of assets. Individuals appointed to manage 

endowments, commonly known as administrators or trustees, were responsible for maintaining 

properties, collecting revenues, implementing donor instructions, and ensuring compliance with 

legal requirements. Their duties often involved balancing economic efficiency with charitable 

objectives. Successful administration was essential for preserving the value of endowed assets 

and maximizing the social benefits generated by their revenues. Consequently, the selection of 

competent and trustworthy administrators became an important aspect of waqf governance in 

medieval Morocco. 

The supervision of awqaf also involved judicial oversight designed to protect endowed 

properties from corruption, negligence, or unauthorized appropriation. Islamic judges played a 

crucial role in resolving disputes related to endowments, monitoring administrative conduct, 

and enforcing the legal conditions established by donors. This judicial framework provided 

important safeguards that enhanced public trust in the institution. Individuals were more willing 

to establish endowments when they believed that legal mechanisms existed to preserve their 

charitable intentions and prevent the misuse of endowed assets. The interaction between 

administrators, judges, and religious scholars contributed to the durability and legitimacy of the 

waqf system. 

Another important feature of medieval Moroccan awqaf was their adaptability to changing 

social and economic circumstances. Donors established endowments for a wide range of 

purposes, including religious worship, education, healthcare, infrastructure development, 

poverty alleviation, and support for travelers. This flexibility allowed the institution to address 

emerging community needs while maintaining its core principles. As urban populations grew 

and economic activities expanded, new forms of endowments were created to support evolving 

social priorities. The capacity of awqaf to respond to diverse challenges contributed 

significantly to their long-term relevance and effectiveness. 

The close relationship between political authority and the waqf institution further strengthened 

its position within Moroccan society. While awqaf remained legally independent from direct 

state ownership, rulers frequently encouraged their establishment and provided protection for 
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endowed properties. Political authorities understood that strong waqf institutions reduced 

pressure on state finances by funding essential public services. At the same time, the support of 

religious and educational institutions through endowments enhanced the legitimacy of ruling 

dynasties and reinforced social stability. This mutually beneficial relationship contributed to 

the expansion and institutionalization of awqaf throughout the medieval period. 

By the end of the medieval era, awqaf had become one of the most influential institutions in 

Morocco, shaping economic activities, supporting social welfare, and preserving cultural and 

religious traditions. Their historical evolution demonstrates the ability of Islamic societies to 

develop sophisticated mechanisms for managing resources and promoting collective well-

being. The legal foundations, administrative structures, and diverse functions of the waqf 

system established a durable framework that enabled endowments to serve as engines of social 

and economic development for centuries. Understanding these historical and institutional 

foundations is essential for appreciating the broader role that awqaf played in supporting the 

prosperity and stability of medieval Moroccan civilization. 

Economic Contributions of Awqaf in Medieval Morocco 

The economic significance of awqaf in medieval Morocco extended far beyond their religious 

and charitable functions, transforming them into powerful instruments of economic 

development and resource management. As the Moroccan economy evolved through the 

expansion of agriculture, trade, and urbanization, endowments emerged as stable financial 

institutions capable of generating continuous revenues and supporting productive activities. By 

preserving the original assets while directing their proceeds toward socially beneficial purposes, 

awqaf created a unique model of sustainable economic organization. This model not only 

ensured the longevity of charitable projects but also stimulated economic growth by 

maintaining productive resources within the economic system. Consequently, the institution of 

awqaf became an essential component of the medieval Moroccan economy, contributing to 

wealth creation, employment generation, and the provision of public services. 

One of the most important economic functions of awqaf was the preservation of wealth across 

generations. In many cases, properties dedicated as endowments were protected from 

fragmentation through inheritance, confiscation, or arbitrary sale. This legal protection enabled 

agricultural lands, commercial establishments, and urban properties to remain productive for 

extended periods. Unlike private assets that could be divided among heirs and gradually lose 

their economic efficiency, endowed properties retained their integrity and continued generating 

revenues. Such preservation contributed to economic stability and ensured the continuous 

utilization of valuable resources for the benefit of society. Through this mechanism, awqaf 

played a significant role in maintaining long-term investment and preventing the deterioration 

of productive assets. 

Agricultural endowments constituted one of the most widespread forms of waqf property in 

medieval Morocco. Vast tracts of farmland, orchards, vineyards, grazing areas, and irrigation 

facilities were dedicated to charitable purposes by rulers, wealthy landowners, and merchants. 

The revenues generated from agricultural production provided a reliable source of income for 

mosques, schools, hospitals, and social welfare institutions. These agricultural assets 

contributed directly to food production and rural economic development while supporting the 
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financial sustainability of numerous public services. The cultivation of endowed lands often 

encouraged the adoption of improved agricultural practices, thereby enhancing productivity and 

contributing to the broader prosperity of rural communities. 

The management of agricultural waqf properties required effective administrative systems 

capable of maximizing productivity while preserving long-term sustainability. Administrators 

supervised cultivation activities, monitored irrigation systems, negotiated tenancy agreements, 

and ensured that revenues were properly allocated according to donor instructions. In many 

regions, farmers leased endowed lands under arrangements that provided both economic 

incentives and social benefits. Such agreements allowed agricultural workers to earn 

livelihoods while simultaneously contributing to charitable causes through the revenues 

generated from their labor. As a result, agricultural endowments created mutually beneficial 

relationships between landowners, administrators, cultivators, and beneficiaries. 

Commercial endowments represented another critical dimension of the economic role of awqaf 

in medieval Morocco. Shops, markets, warehouses, caravanserais, workshops, and other 

commercial properties were frequently dedicated as endowments due to their ability to generate 

regular income. Located in strategic urban centers and trading hubs, these properties benefited 

from the flourishing commercial activity that characterized medieval Moroccan cities. Rental 

payments and business revenues derived from commercial waqf assets were directed toward 

educational institutions, religious establishments, healthcare facilities, and charitable programs. 

Through their participation in urban commerce, awqaf became active contributors to economic 

circulation and market development. 

The growth of trade networks connecting Morocco with sub-Saharan Africa, the Mediterranean 

region, and the broader Islamic world further enhanced the economic value of commercial 

endowments. Cities such as Fez, Marrakesh, Sijilmasa, and Tangier emerged as important 

centers of trade where merchants exchanged agricultural products, textiles, metals, spices, and 

luxury goods. Endowed commercial properties located within these cities benefited from 

increased economic activity and generated substantial revenues. These revenues not only 

supported charitable institutions but also facilitated the maintenance and expansion of 

commercial infrastructure necessary for continued economic growth. In this way, awqaf 

became closely linked to the prosperity of medieval Moroccan trade and urban development. 

Urban development constituted one of the most visible economic contributions of the waqf 

institution. Endowment revenues were frequently invested in the construction and maintenance 

of public infrastructure, including roads, bridges, fountains, markets, public baths, and water 

distribution systems. Such projects improved living conditions, enhanced public health, and 

facilitated commercial exchanges. By financing infrastructure without relying exclusively on 

state resources, awqaf reduced financial pressures on government authorities while ensuring the 

provision of essential public services. The resulting improvements in urban environments 

attracted merchants, artisans, scholars, and residents, thereby contributing to the expansion and 

prosperity of Moroccan cities. 

The construction of markets and commercial facilities through waqf funding had particularly 

important economic consequences. Markets served as centers of exchange where producers and 

consumers interacted, facilitating the movement of goods and the generation of income. 
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Endowed markets often became permanent sources of revenue because merchants paid fees or 

rents for access to commercial spaces. These revenues were then reinvested in public welfare 

projects, creating a cycle of economic productivity and social benefit. The existence of well-

maintained commercial facilities encouraged entrepreneurship, stimulated local economies, and 

strengthened the integration of regional markets. 

Awqaf also contributed significantly to employment generation in medieval Morocco. The 

management and maintenance of endowed properties required the services of administrators, 

accountants, legal specialists, agricultural workers, artisans, construction laborers, and various 

other professionals. Educational and religious institutions financed through waqf revenues 

employed teachers, scholars, librarians, and support staff. Hospitals and charitable 

establishments similarly created opportunities for physicians, caregivers, and administrators. 

Consequently, the waqf system functioned as a substantial source of employment, distributing 

economic benefits across multiple sectors of society and supporting household incomes 

throughout urban and rural communities. 

The financial sustainability of awqaf distinguished them from many other charitable institutions 

of the medieval period. Because endowed assets remained productive and generated recurring 

income, they were capable of supporting long-term projects without exhausting their financial 

foundations. This sustainability enabled institutions funded by awqaf to survive political 

transitions, economic fluctuations, and social challenges. Educational centers, religious 

establishments, healthcare facilities, and welfare programs benefited from stable financial 

resources that ensured continuity of operations over extended periods. The enduring nature of 

waqf financing represented one of the key factors behind the resilience of many medieval 

Moroccan institutions. 

Another important economic contribution of awqaf involved the redistribution of wealth within 

society. Through the dedication of private assets for public benefit, wealthy individuals 

transferred portions of their resources to institutions serving broader social objectives. This 

process facilitated a more equitable distribution of economic benefits while promoting social 

solidarity. Revenues generated from endowed properties supported individuals who lacked 

sufficient financial means, including students, widows, orphans, travelers, and the poor. In this 

respect, awqaf helped reduce social disparities and provided mechanisms through which 

economic prosperity could contribute to collective welfare. 

The economic legacy of awqaf in medieval Morocco demonstrates the remarkable capacity of 

charitable institutions to support sustainable development and long-term prosperity. By 

preserving productive assets, encouraging investment, supporting agriculture and trade, 

financing infrastructure, generating employment, and redistributing wealth, the waqf system 

became a fundamental pillar of the Moroccan economy. Its success reflected the integration of 

religious values with practical economic objectives, creating an institutional framework capable 

of promoting both material growth and social welfare. The experience of medieval Morocco 

illustrates how awqaf functioned not merely as charitable foundations but as dynamic economic 

institutions that played a decisive role in shaping the development of society and contributing 

to the flourishing of Moroccan civilization. 



European Journal of Philosophical Research. 2026. 13(1) 

E-ISSN: 2413-7286 

Volume -13/Issue-1/2026 

 

698 
 

Social and Cultural Functions of Awqaf 

The institution of awqaf occupied a central position in the social and cultural life of medieval 

Morocco, serving as one of the principal mechanisms through which communities organized 

welfare, education, religious activities, and public services. While the economic benefits of 

endowments were substantial, their social and cultural contributions were equally significant, 

as they directly influenced the quality of life of individuals and promoted social cohesion 

throughout Moroccan society. Rooted in Islamic values of charity, solidarity, and mutual 

assistance, awqaf provided sustainable resources for a wide range of institutions and services 

that addressed the needs of diverse social groups. Through these functions, endowments became 

an essential component of the social fabric, contributing to the stability, prosperity, and cultural 

flourishing of medieval Morocco. 

Among the most important social functions of awqaf was their role in supporting education and 

the dissemination of knowledge. Throughout the medieval period, educational institutions 

depended heavily on endowment revenues for their establishment, maintenance, and operation. 

Wealthy rulers, merchants, scholars, and philanthropists dedicated properties and financial 

resources to support schools, madrasas, libraries, and centers of learning. These institutions 

provided students with access to education in fields such as Islamic jurisprudence, theology, 

language, literature, mathematics, astronomy, and medicine. By financing educational 

activities, awqaf enabled talented individuals from different social backgrounds to pursue 

learning regardless of their economic circumstances, thereby promoting intellectual mobility 

and social advancement. 

The city of Fez offers one of the most notable examples of the educational impact of awqaf in 

medieval Morocco. Educational institutions associated with major mosques benefited from 

extensive endowment support that financed teaching activities, student accommodations, 

libraries, and scholarly research. The availability of stable financial resources attracted 

distinguished scholars and students from various regions of the Islamic world, transforming 

Moroccan cities into vibrant centers of intellectual exchange. Through their support of 

education, awqaf played a critical role in preserving religious knowledge, promoting scientific 

inquiry, and strengthening Morocco’s reputation as an important center of Islamic scholarship. 

In addition to supporting formal education, awqaf contributed significantly to the preservation 

and transmission of cultural heritage. Endowment revenues were frequently used to acquire 

manuscripts, maintain libraries, sponsor scholars, and preserve historical records. These efforts 

facilitated the production and circulation of knowledge while safeguarding intellectual 

traditions for future generations. Libraries funded through endowments often contained 

extensive collections of religious, scientific, philosophical, and literary works, providing 

valuable resources for scholars and students. As a result, awqaf became important instruments 

for cultural continuity and intellectual development within Moroccan society. 

Religious institutions represented another major beneficiary of the waqf system. Mosques 

throughout medieval Morocco relied heavily on endowment revenues to finance construction, 

maintenance, restoration, and daily operations. Funds generated by endowed properties 

supported the salaries of imams, muezzins, Quran teachers, and maintenance personnel while 

ensuring the availability of religious services to local communities. The stability provided by 
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waqf financing allowed mosques to function not only as places of worship but also as centers 

of education, social interaction, and community organization. Consequently, religious 

endowments played a crucial role in reinforcing Islamic values and strengthening communal 

identity. 

The relationship between awqaf and religious life extended beyond the support of mosques. 

Endowments frequently financed religious schools, Quranic institutions, Sufi lodges, and 

charitable foundations dedicated to spiritual and educational activities. These institutions 

contributed to the religious education of the population while promoting ethical values, social 

responsibility, and community engagement. Through their support of religious organizations, 

awqaf helped preserve the spiritual foundations of society and fostered a sense of collective 

belonging among different social groups. 

Healthcare constituted another area in which awqaf made substantial social contributions. 

Endowment revenues were often allocated to hospitals, clinics, pharmacies, and medical 

services that provided care to the sick and disadvantaged. In many cases, healthcare facilities 

funded through awqaf offered treatment free of charge to individuals who could not afford 

medical expenses. These institutions employed physicians, nurses, pharmacists, and support 

staff whose services improved public health and reduced suffering within communities. By 

ensuring access to healthcare regardless of social status, awqaf contributed significantly to 

social welfare and human well-being. 

One of the most remarkable aspects of the waqf system was its commitment to supporting 

vulnerable populations. Endowments were frequently established for the specific purpose of 

assisting the poor, widows, orphans, elderly individuals, and persons with disabilities. 

Revenues generated from endowed properties were used to provide food, clothing, shelter, 

financial assistance, and other essential forms of support. Such initiatives reflected the Islamic 

principle of social solidarity and demonstrated the role of awqaf as instruments of social justice. 

By addressing the needs of marginalized groups, endowments helped reduce poverty and 

alleviate social hardships across medieval Moroccan society. 

Travelers and strangers also benefited from the charitable activities financed through awqaf. 

Given Morocco’s strategic position within regional and international trade networks, large 

numbers of merchants, pilgrims, scholars, and travelers regularly passed through its cities and 

towns. Endowments supported hostels, rest houses, water fountains, and charitable facilities 

that provided accommodation and assistance to those undertaking long journeys. These services 

facilitated travel, encouraged commercial exchanges, and strengthened cultural interactions 

between different regions. The hospitality extended through waqf-funded institutions reflected 

broader Islamic values concerning generosity and support for travelers. 

Awqaf also played an important role in promoting social cohesion and community stability. By 

providing essential services to diverse segments of the population, endowments helped reduce 

social inequalities and fostered a sense of mutual responsibility among community members. 

Wealthy individuals who established endowments contributed directly to the welfare of society, 

while beneficiaries gained access to resources that improved their living conditions. This 

process created bonds of solidarity that transcended economic and social divisions, reinforcing 

collective identity and reducing the potential for social conflict. 
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The cultural impact of awqaf extended to architecture and urban aesthetics as well. Endowment 

revenues financed the construction and maintenance of mosques, schools, libraries, fountains, 

public baths, and other structures that became defining features of Moroccan cities. Many of 

these buildings displayed remarkable architectural achievements characterized by intricate 

decoration, artistic craftsmanship, and innovative engineering. As a result, awqaf contributed 

not only to functional public services but also to the cultural and artistic heritage of medieval 

Morocco. The enduring presence of these monuments continues to reflect the historical 

importance of endowments in shaping urban landscapes. 

Another significant contribution of awqaf involved the encouragement of civic participation 

and collective responsibility. The establishment and management of endowments required 

cooperation among donors, administrators, religious scholars, judges, and local communities. 

This collaborative process fostered a culture of public engagement in which individuals actively 

participated in addressing social needs and supporting communal institutions. Such 

participation strengthened local governance structures and reinforced the principle that social 

welfare was a shared responsibility rather than solely the duty of political authorities. 

The social and cultural functions of awqaf ultimately made them one of the most influential 

institutions in medieval Moroccan society. Through their support of education, religion, 

healthcare, social welfare, cultural preservation, public services, and community development, 

endowments contributed significantly to the well-being of individuals and the stability of 

society as a whole. Their ability to combine charitable objectives with sustainable financial 

mechanisms enabled them to address a wide range of social challenges while promoting cultural 

and intellectual advancement. The experience of medieval Morocco demonstrates that awqaf 

were far more than religious foundations; they were comprehensive institutions that shaped 

social relations, preserved cultural heritage, and fostered a spirit of solidarity that remained 

fundamental to the development of Moroccan civilization. 

Impact and Legacy of Awqaf in Medieval Moroccan Society 

The institution of awqaf left a profound and lasting impact on the development of medieval 

Moroccan society, influencing economic structures, social relations, cultural achievements, and 

political stability. Throughout the medieval period, endowments evolved into one of the most 

effective mechanisms for ensuring the continuous provision of public services and the equitable 

distribution of resources. Their significance extended beyond the immediate benefits they 

generated, as they contributed to the formation of sustainable institutions capable of supporting 

communities across generations. By integrating religious values with practical economic and 

social objectives, awqaf established a model of development that shaped the trajectory of 

Moroccan civilization and left a legacy that continued to influence society long after the 

medieval era. 

One of the most significant impacts of awqaf was their contribution to economic sustainability. 

Unlike temporary charitable donations, endowments were designed to preserve the original 

asset while utilizing its revenues for designated purposes. This arrangement created a 

continuous source of funding that enabled institutions to operate independently of changing 

political circumstances or fluctuations in government finances. Agricultural lands, commercial 

properties, urban real estate, and other productive assets generated recurring income that 
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supported educational establishments, religious institutions, healthcare facilities, and social 

welfare programs. The durability of these revenue streams ensured the continuity of essential 

services and contributed to long-term economic stability within Moroccan society. 

The preservation of productive assets through the waqf system also had important implications 

for economic development. Endowed properties were protected from fragmentation, arbitrary 

confiscation, and excessive taxation, allowing them to maintain their productive capacity over 

extended periods. This protection encouraged investment in agriculture, commerce, and 

infrastructure while reducing the risks associated with economic uncertainty. As a result, awqaf 

became important instruments for maintaining wealth and promoting sustainable economic 

growth. Their ability to safeguard valuable resources contributed to the resilience of local 

economies and strengthened the foundations of economic prosperity throughout medieval 

Morocco. 

Another enduring impact of awqaf was their role in strengthening social cohesion and reducing 

social inequalities. By directing resources toward public welfare, endowments helped ensure 

that vulnerable populations received assistance and support. The poor, widows, orphans, 

travelers, students, and individuals facing economic hardship benefited from programs financed 

through waqf revenues. These initiatives not only alleviated poverty but also fostered a sense 

of solidarity among different social groups. Wealthy individuals who established endowments 

were able to contribute to the welfare of society, while beneficiaries gained access to resources 

that improved their quality of life. This process reinforced social harmony and promoted a 

culture of mutual responsibility that became a defining characteristic of Moroccan 

communities. 

The educational legacy of awqaf represents one of their most important and enduring 

contributions to Moroccan civilization. Numerous schools, madrasas, libraries, and centers of 

learning owed their existence and sustainability to endowment revenues. These institutions 

played a critical role in the preservation and transmission of knowledge, facilitating the 

education of generations of scholars, jurists, scientists, and intellectuals. The intellectual 

achievements associated with medieval Moroccan scholarship were closely linked to the 

financial support provided by awqaf. Through their investment in education, endowments 

helped create an environment in which learning could flourish and contribute to the 

advancement of science, literature, religion, and culture. 

The influence of awqaf on cultural development was equally significant. Endowment funding 

supported the construction and maintenance of architectural monuments, religious complexes, 

educational institutions, libraries, and public facilities that became symbols of Moroccan 

civilization. Many of these structures displayed exceptional artistic and architectural qualities, 

reflecting the creativity and craftsmanship of their builders. The preservation of such 

monuments through waqf revenues ensured the survival of important cultural landmarks and 

contributed to the formation of a distinctive Moroccan cultural identity. The architectural 

heritage associated with awqaf continues to serve as a testament to the institution’s historical 

importance and cultural impact. 

Healthcare and public welfare services also benefited greatly from the long-term support of 

endowments. Hospitals, clinics, pharmacies, and charitable organizations financed through 
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waqf revenues provided essential assistance to individuals who might otherwise have lacked 

access to medical care. These services improved public health and contributed to social stability 

by addressing the needs of disadvantaged populations. The existence of sustainable funding 

mechanisms allowed healthcare institutions to maintain their operations over extended periods, 

demonstrating the capacity of awqaf to support complex social services without imposing 

excessive burdens on state finances. 

The political significance of awqaf should not be overlooked. Although endowments generally 

operated independently of direct government control, they often complemented state efforts to 

promote social welfare and public development. By financing educational, religious, and 

charitable institutions, awqaf reduced pressure on government resources and enabled rulers to 

focus on other administrative priorities. Furthermore, the support provided by endowments to 

religious and educational establishments enhanced the legitimacy of political authorities by 

demonstrating their commitment to Islamic values and public welfare. This relationship 

contributed to political stability and reinforced the social foundations of governance in medieval 

Morocco. 

Despite their many achievements, the waqf system was not without challenges and limitations. 

In certain periods, mismanagement, corruption, political interference, and administrative 

inefficiencies affected the performance of some endowments. Disputes concerning property 

rights, donor conditions, and administrative responsibilities occasionally undermined the 

effectiveness of waqf institutions. Economic crises, wars, and political instability could also 

reduce revenues generated by endowed assets, limiting the ability of institutions to fulfill their 

objectives. Nevertheless, the resilience of the waqf system allowed it to survive these 

difficulties and continue serving society across centuries. 

The adaptability of awqaf constituted one of the key factors behind their longevity and success. 

Endowments were established for a wide range of purposes, enabling them to respond to 

changing social and economic conditions. As new challenges emerged, donors created 

endowments designed to address specific community needs, whether related to education, 

healthcare, infrastructure, poverty relief, or religious activities. This flexibility ensured that 

awqaf remained relevant and capable of supporting evolving societal priorities. The 

institution’s capacity for adaptation highlights its effectiveness as a model of sustainable and 

community-oriented development. 

The historical experience of awqaf in medieval Morocco offers valuable lessons for 

contemporary discussions concerning economic development, social welfare, and resource 

management. Modern societies continue to face challenges related to poverty, inequality, 

education, healthcare, and the financing of public services. The waqf system demonstrates how 

community-based institutions can mobilize private resources for public benefit while 

maintaining financial sustainability over the long term. Its emphasis on social responsibility, 

collective welfare, and ethical stewardship provides important insights for policymakers, 

scholars, and development practitioners seeking innovative approaches to contemporary 

challenges. 

The legacy of awqaf is also evident in the continued existence of endowment institutions 

throughout the Islamic world. Although many aspects of their administration have evolved over 



European Journal of Philosophical Research. 2026. 13(1) 

E-ISSN: 2413-7286 

Volume -13/Issue-1/2026 

 

703 
 

time, the fundamental principles underlying the waqf system remain relevant today. Modern 

endowment organizations continue to support educational initiatives, healthcare programs, 

religious institutions, and charitable activities, reflecting the enduring influence of a tradition 

that originated centuries ago. The historical achievements of medieval Moroccan awqaf 

therefore represent not only a chapter in the nation’s past but also a source of inspiration for 

present and future efforts aimed at promoting sustainable development and social welfare. 

In conclusion, the impact and legacy of awqaf in medieval Moroccan society were both 

extensive and transformative. Through their contributions to economic sustainability, social 

cohesion, education, culture, healthcare, and public welfare, endowments became one of the 

most influential institutions in Moroccan history. Their ability to combine religious principles 

with practical solutions to social and economic challenges enabled them to generate benefits 

that extended far beyond the lifetimes of their founders. The enduring legacy of awqaf 

demonstrates the remarkable capacity of charitable institutions to shape societies, preserve 

cultural heritage, and promote collective well-being. As a result, the waqf system remains one 

of the most significant examples of sustainable development and social responsibility in the 

history of medieval Morocco. 

Conclusion 

The institution of awqaf constituted one of the most significant foundations upon which 

medieval Moroccan society was built. Far from being limited to a purely religious function, 

endowments developed into a comprehensive socio-economic system that played a decisive 

role in shaping the political, economic, social, and cultural landscape of Morocco throughout 

the medieval period. Rooted in Islamic principles of charity, solidarity, and public welfare, 

awqaf provided a sustainable mechanism through which private wealth was transformed into a 

continuous source of collective benefit. Through their unique organizational structure, endowed 

properties generated recurring revenues that supported a wide range of activities essential to the 

prosperity and stability of society. 

The historical evolution of awqaf in medieval Morocco demonstrates the remarkable ability of 

Islamic institutions to adapt to changing circumstances while preserving their fundamental 

objectives. Beginning with the early introduction of Islamic governance in North Africa and 

expanding under successive dynasties such as the Idrisids, Almoravids, Almohads, Marinids, 

and Wattasids, the waqf system became deeply integrated into Moroccan social and economic 

life. The support provided by rulers, scholars, merchants, and ordinary citizens contributed to 

the creation of a vast network of endowments that financed educational institutions, religious 

establishments, charitable organizations, healthcare facilities, and public infrastructure. This 

widespread participation reflected the central role of awqaf as instruments of both personal 

piety and collective responsibility. 

Economically, awqaf served as effective mechanisms for preserving wealth, promoting 

investment, and sustaining productive activities. Agricultural lands, commercial 

establishments, urban properties, and various income-generating assets formed the financial 

backbone of many charitable institutions. By protecting these assets from fragmentation and 

ensuring their long-term productivity, the waqf system contributed significantly to economic 

stability and growth. Furthermore, the revenues generated by endowed properties supported 
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public services that enhanced agricultural productivity, facilitated commercial exchanges, 

improved urban infrastructure, and created employment opportunities. In this regard, awqaf 

functioned not only as charitable foundations but also as dynamic economic institutions that 

actively contributed to the development of medieval Moroccan society. 

The social contributions of awqaf were equally profound. Through their support of the poor, 

widows, orphans, travelers, students, and other vulnerable groups, endowments played a central 

role in reducing social inequalities and promoting social justice. They provided essential 

services that improved living conditions and strengthened communal bonds. The existence of 

stable financial resources allowed charitable institutions to operate continuously, ensuring that 

assistance remained available even during periods of economic hardship or political 

uncertainty. As a result, awqaf became important instruments of social cohesion, fostering a 

culture of mutual support and collective welfare that reinforced the stability of Moroccan 

communities. 

The educational and cultural achievements associated with medieval Morocco cannot be fully 

understood without recognizing the role of awqaf. Endowment revenues financed schools, 

madrasas, libraries, and centers of learning that became important hubs of intellectual activity. 

These institutions attracted scholars and students from across the Islamic world, contributing to 

the advancement of religious sciences, law, philosophy, literature, medicine, and other 

disciplines. The preservation and dissemination of knowledge supported by awqaf helped 

establish Morocco as a major center of scholarship and cultural production. Moreover, the 

architectural monuments, religious complexes, and public facilities financed through 

endowments continue to serve as enduring symbols of Morocco’s rich cultural heritage. 

The success of the waqf system also highlights the importance of effective institutional 

management. The legal and administrative frameworks developed by Moroccan scholars and 

authorities ensured that endowed properties were protected, revenues were properly allocated, 

and donor intentions were respected. Judicial oversight and administrative accountability 

contributed to the sustainability and legitimacy of waqf institutions over long periods. Although 

challenges such as mismanagement, corruption, and political interference occasionally affected 

some endowments, the overall resilience of the system allowed it to survive and continue 

serving society for centuries. 

Perhaps one of the most remarkable aspects of awqaf was their ability to combine spiritual 

values with practical developmental objectives. By encouraging individuals to dedicate 

resources to public benefit, the institution created a bridge between personal faith and social 

responsibility. This integration of ethical principles and economic functionality enabled awqaf 

to address a wide range of societal needs while promoting long-term sustainability. The success 

of this model demonstrates that religiously inspired institutions can play an important role in 

fostering economic development, social welfare, and cultural advancement. 

The legacy of medieval Moroccan awqaf extends beyond historical analysis and remains 

relevant to contemporary discussions on sustainable development and social policy. Modern 

societies continue to face challenges related to poverty, inequality, access to education, 

healthcare provision, and the financing of public services. The historical experience of awqaf 

offers valuable insights into alternative approaches that emphasize community participation, 
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long-term resource management, and social solidarity. By mobilizing private resources for 

public benefit and ensuring the continuity of charitable activities, the waqf system provides an 

example of how civil society institutions can complement governmental efforts in promoting 

social and economic development. 

Furthermore, the study of awqaf contributes to a deeper understanding of the broader dynamics 

of Islamic civilization. The institution illustrates how legal, economic, religious, and social 

dimensions can interact to create durable structures that support collective well-being. The 

Moroccan experience demonstrates that sustainable development is not solely dependent on 

state intervention but can also emerge from community-based initiatives grounded in shared 

values and collective responsibility. This perspective challenges simplistic interpretations of 

medieval societies and highlights the complexity and sophistication of historical Islamic 

institutions. 

In conclusion, the institution of awqaf represented one of the most influential forces in the 

development of medieval Morocco. Through their contributions to economic growth, social 

welfare, educational advancement, cultural preservation, and public infrastructure, endowments 

shaped the character of Moroccan civilization and improved the lives of countless individuals. 

Their enduring legacy reflects the effectiveness of a system that successfully combined faith, 

charity, and institutional innovation. As both a historical phenomenon and a source of 

contemporary inspiration, the waqf system remains a powerful example of how sustainable and 

socially responsible institutions can contribute to the prosperity, stability, and cultural vitality 

of society. 
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